
From the Desk of the FANA President Dr. Jose Castillo  
Reflection and Gratitude 

 

Dear Members of FANA, 
 

It has been a distinct privilege serving as FANA president over the past year. As my 
term comes to an end this October 2020, I can’t help but reflect on all we have achieved 
over the past year. We have come so far and we have shared many legislative victories 
and accomplishments worth celebrating.  
 

As you know, we have been led by many distinguished and hardworking presidents 
over the years and my objective was to work just as hard as they did knowing I had big 
shoes to fill.  I thank them for their hard work and I also want to express my deep 
gratitude to the committed members of the FANA Board for their tireless efforts. Their 
constant advice and support have made it all worthwhile.  
 

Our top priority and collective goal has always been to ensure that APRNs and CRNAs 
have the ability to practice to the full extent of their education and training. While this 
may be simple in concept, it took a Herculean effort by a remarkable group of 
government relations consultants who brought us to where we are today. Over the past 
15 years, the professionals at Lewis, Longman and Walker (LLW) have advised us and 
helped us navigate through some choppy legislative waters. They have served as our 
champions, our biggest supporters, and they have been there with us as we have 
battled opposition groups and well-funded physician groups that have fought against 
FANA every step of the way. I am pleased to report that, as an organization, we have 
steadily inched closer to the goal of full practice autonomy for CRNAs.  
 

I can only describe the 2020 Legislative Session as one of the highlights of my service as 
FANA president.  As we all know, we cannot move mountains; however, with 
perseverance and the right team by our side, we can certainly accomplish great things 
and scale new heights.  The team that has been a constant alongside of us throughout 
our journey is LLW. The path may require a change of course depending upon the 
conditions of the ever-changing landscape and LLW clearly demonstrates their deep 
understanding of the legislative and regulatory process for nurse anesthetists.   
 

We tend to define success as the accomplishment of an aim or purpose. But when it 
comes to politics and policy, success also includes the ability of your government 
relations team to thwart attacks and play defense. Do you know how many times 
opposition groups have tried to tuck language into legislation intended to restrict 
CRNA practice in Florida?  It is LLW’s laser-like focus to detail that has helped us blunt 
these attacks.   
  



Who would have ever thought that we would have been tasked by the Speaker of the 
Florida House with the awesome responsibility of helping him pass one of his (and our) 
top priorities?  I still can’t believe that we were invited to sit in the House Gallery 
during the Speaker’s opening day remarks that specifically highlighted our efforts.  
That invitation did not come about by chance.  Our deepest gratitude goes to the smart 
and strategic counselors, Lori Killinger, Chris Lyon, Jim Linn and Glenn Thomas who 
made this all happen and who helped position us as thought leaders and experts during 
this process.  
 

LLW’s legislative connections and relationships became FANA’s, and they opened 
many doors for us, providing us with access and opportunities we never anticipated. 
Here is a recap of our many accomplishments under the steady and measured counsel 
of LLW: 
 

HB 309/SB 500 (Nurse Anesthesiologist) – FANA and LLW defeated these 
bills that prohibited the use of the term “nurse anesthesiologist.” 

HB 607 (APRN Autonomous Practice) – FANA and LLW took a leading role 
in passing HB 607, landmark legislation providing independent practice for 
certain APRNs.  I believe this will be the steppingstone for future efforts to 
grant all APRNs, including CRNAs, independent practice. 
HB 743 (Non-Opioid Alternatives glitch bill) – FANA and LLW ensured the 
glitch bill did not change the intent of the FANA priority law that passed the 
year before. 
HB 713 (Department of Health) – FANA and LLW defeated a Senate floor 
amendment adding portions of HB 309/SB 500 (nurse anesthesiologist) to the 
bill. 
SB 732 (Office Surgery) – FANA and LLW defeated a bill that would have 
required CRNAs to be supervised by an anesthesiologist instead of a 
physician in an office setting. 

 

FANA dominated this past session with our constant presence at the Capitol. The sea of 
white coats, along with all the attention and news coverage about our priority bills, 
forced our opponents to take note.  
 

In closing, I can’t help but think of the “Man in the Arena” speech that former President 
Theodore Roosevelt gave in 1910.  I believe the passage below sums up our past, 
present and future efforts as we head into the 2021 Legislative Session. 
 

"It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit 
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust 
and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again 
and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who 



does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great 
devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the 
end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least 
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and 
timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat." 

 

In October, I will have the distinct honor of passing the gavel to our President Elect Dr. 
John McDonough who will lead us into the 2021 Legislative Session.  I thank him for his 
willingness to serve and I thank you all for your membership and commitment to our 
profession’s state association. 
 

 

 


