
#CRNAfrontlineHeroes 
 
Florida Association of Nurse Anesthetists (FANA) proudly salutes all of the nurses who 
are serving on the front lines every day, and especially during the COVID-19 response. 
Because of the unprecedented COVID health care crisis the nation is now facing, and 
the selfless service by so many nurses, this year’s Nurses Week will be celebrated 
throughout the entire month of May.  We are proud of Florida’s 34,000 licensed APRNs 
including more than 5,400 Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists who work in all 
practice settings including hospitals, other health care facilities, and in the offices of 
other health care providers. Meet some of our heroes who are serving on the frontlines!  
 

1) Casey Sullivan, MS, CRNA, Barry University, Orlando, FL  
 
Casey Sullivan MS, CRNA is currently working in a dedicated COVID ICU in Laredo, TX. She 
volunteered because over 30% of the staff at this small-town hospital was out sick due to the 
virus and they desperately needed help caring for COVID patients in the ICU.  
 
Casey didn’t think twice about serving, she works 60 hours a week and has been doing so for 
the last five weeks. Her day at the hospital first begins with a temperature check, she then 
changes into clean scrubs, dons her PPE, puts on her respirator and heads straight into the unit 
for her 12-hour shift. Masks only come off once per shift to allow nurses to eat lunch and to get 
a little break. Sadly, all the patients Casey cares for are very sick and are on multiple vasoactive 
drips. Her shifts are long and demanding but Casey says her Barry University education and 
training in ventilator management and critical thinking skills have proven to be beneficial in 
allowing her to help manage and care for patients.  She could not have done this without the 
support of her family who continues to pray for her strength and safety during these difficult 
times.  
 
Casey can’t help but reflect on the fact that the virus does not discriminate; she has seen very 
young and elderly people suffer from this illness. But most rewarding is seeing patients finally 
making progress after being so critically ill. 

https://www.fana.org/

