
Congratulations! 

Professor Schetelig celebrated his 85 birthday. 

On July 29, 2021, Prof. Kurt Schetelig, my predecessor as the Chair of 

Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology at RWTH Aachen University, celebrated 

his 85th birthday.  

After his study of geology at the Technical University of Munich, Dr. Schetelig 

first worked as a geologist for different engineering consultancies for about 20 

years; in the course of his occupation, Mr. Schetelig was involved in several major 

projects, both in Germany and in foreign countries (i.a. building projects for 

barrages in Switzerland and in Greece). In 1979, because of the experience gained 

from his work, Dr. Schetelig was appointed as full-professor for Engineering 

Geology at the Technical University of Darmstadt. In 1990, the RWTH Aachen 

University nominated him to the Chair of Engineering Geology and 

Hydrogeology. 

The training of future geologists was a major concern to Prof. Schetelig; numerous 

of his former students are now working in prominent positions in universities, 

public administration and the economy. Even today, Prof. Schetelig is highly 

appreciated among his expert colleagues and his former students for his friendly 

and warm-hearted nature. 

Besides his work as a university teacher and lecturer, for about 15 years, Prof.  

Schetelig also contributed his scientific and practical knowledge to several 

national and international standards committees and research groups. The 

professional exchange with colleagues in Less Developed Countries was of 

particular concern to Prof. Schetelig; in this work, he also benefitted from his 

exceptional language skills. 
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In 2002, Prof. Schetelig withdrew from his active university career. Nonetheless, 

for about 15 years he was still available to the RWTH Aachen University in an 

advisory capacity. Many research activities were established at his initiative. After 

the resignation from university, Prof. Schetelig brought in his experience to an 

engineering consultancy that he co-founded. 

We wish Prof. Schetelig a good health and many more happy years with his 

family. 

 

Rafig Azzam 

 


