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2021 Meeting of the FedIGS Board (Video Conference) 
13 October 2021, 11:00 – 14:00 GMT 

 
Notes - DRAFT 

 
 
Present: 
 
Xia Ting Feng (XTF) FedIGS, President 
 
Charles Ng (CWWN) ISSMGE, President  
Neil Taylor (RNT) ISSMGE, Secretary General 
 
Resat Ulusay (RU) ISRM President 
Eda Quadros (EQ)  ISRM, Past President 
 
Rafig Azzam (RA) IAEG, President 
Scott Burns (SB) IAEG, Past President 
Faquan Wu (FW) IAEG, Secretary General 
 
Chungsik Yoo (CY) IGS, President 
Russell Jones (RJ) IGS, Past President 
Edoardo Zannoni (EZ) IGS, Secretary General 
 
Apologies: 
Roger Frank (RF) ISSMGE, Past President 
Luís Lamas (LL) ISRM, Secretary General 
 
 
 
OPEN SESSION (Board members and JTC representatives) 
 
1. Roll call 
 
XTF welcomed people to the meeting.  Participation was as indicated above.  LL tried many times 
to connect to the call but could not succeed.  SB had some problems with connection and RJ was 
delayed but both had joined about 30 minutes into the meeting. 
 
 
2. Note-keeper appointment 
 
RNT agreed to take notes. 
 
 
3. Approval of the agenda 
 
The agenda circulated prior to the meeting was approved. 
 
 
4. Introduction by the FedIGS President 
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XTF began by saying he had been very busy since being appointed President of the 
Northeastern University, China.  Nevertheless, he had been very active on behalf of FedIGS and 
had organised an “International Workshop on Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics – 
Design principles, practices and case studies” which would run online in October 2021.  He had 

also organised number of international training courses on Engineering Geology and Geotechnical 
Engineering in 2021. 
 
 
5. Report on JTC1 Natural Slopes and Landslides Committee 
 
The report submitted by the Chair of JTC1, Professor Luciano Picarelli, is included as Appendix 1 
and was taken as read.   
 
RU had a comment about the selection of the person to deliver the Hutchinson Lecture.  The 
lecture is given every 4 years and is open to nominations from national groups of all the sister 
societies.  It appeared that in the latest call for nominations, at least as far as Turkey was 
concerned, only the Member Society for ISSMGE had been contacted.  For future lectures, RU 
asked that the Chair of JTC1 should be asked to make sure the Call for Nominations was 
circulated to the Secretaries General of all the FedIGS societies for forwarding to their national 
groups.  The Call should make it clear that the national groups of a country should communicate 
internally and put forward a single candidate from their country.  CWWN agreed to pass on this 
comment. 
 
 
6. Report on JTC2 Representation of Geo-engineering Data Committee 
 
The Chair of JTC2, Professor Hehua Zhu (HZ) joined the meeting to present this item.  His report 
is included as Appendix 2. 
 
In discussion, EQ wondered if the fact that ITA was not a member of FedIGS would be 
detrimental to the activity of JTC2 on preparing their Rock Tunnel Engineering Information Model.  
HZ said that members of JTC2 had friends and collaborators who were active in ITA and so there 
should not be a problem. 
 
RU asked about the publication “Technical Specification for Parameter Calculation and 
Classification of Engineering Rock Mass”.  He had looked for a copy on the JTC2 website but to 
no avail.  HZ replied that the document had been prepared in Chinese and that it would take 
about a year to translate and make available publicly.  RU noted that we are in and working for 
International Societies and asked that in future, all such documents should be prepared in 
English (and possibly simultaneously in Chinese).  This would be a better approach to serve 
international communities.  
 
 
7. Report on JTC3 Education and Training Committee 
 
The report submitted by the Chair of JTC3, Professor Takeshi Katsumi (TK), is included as 
Appendix 3 and was taken as read.   
 
In discussion, RU commented that ISRM had sent details of their nominated members of JTC3 to 
TK and hoped that the other members of FedIGS would soon send in their nominations.  Also, 
the question was asked as to when the “Geoengineering introduction catalogue” would appear on 
the FedIGS website. 
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8. Report on IAEG 
 
RA presented his report, which included the following: 

• An update on membership, noting in particular an increase in activity in Latin America 

• Creation of an IAEG YouTube channel with a variety of lectures, presentations and 
webinars  

• Continued development of the Bulletin with planned Continuous Article Publishing (maybe 
next year).  Open access would be unlikely for at least 5 years. 

• Good activity from the group Young Engineering Geologists 

• All Technical Commissions evaluated and the non-active ones to be terminated 

• A summary of awards over the past 2 years 

• Professor Paul Marinos was appointed as Honorary President.  Sadly, Professor Marinos 
passed away on 9 October 2021. 

• Publication of a weekly newsletter 

• A new regional conference – South America – and other regional conferences. 

• The 14th IAEG Congress will be held in Chengdu, China 14-20 September 2022.  IAEG 
will be pleased to host the FedIGS Board Meeting at that Congress. 

 
XTF thanked RA for his report. 
 
 
9. Report on ISRM 
 
RU presented his report, which included the following: 

• Update on membership and the ISRM Board 

• Note that Council, Board and Commission meetings have had to be held online 

• Summary of activities of the Technical Oversight Committee (overseeing the 16 Technical 
Commissions), Education Fund Committee and the Young Member Committee 

• Availability of ISRM Suggested Methods for Testing 

• Commentary on a range of ISRM conferences and Young Member activities including the 
newly created ISRM Young Members’ Monthly Webinar Series 

• A note on the ISRM Early Career forums with support from the Education Fund,  

• Recent winners of awards 

• Commentary on the revamped website and noting the digital library, technical glossary, 
online lectures, the restarting of ISRM Lecture Tours, the biennial ISRM Advisory Forum 

• A note on the imminent survey of ISRM members 

 
XTF thanked RU for his report. 
 
 
10. Report on ISSMGE 
 
CWWN presented his report, which included the following: 

• Background on ISSMGE and update on the Board, Board Level Committees and the 35 
Technical Committees 

• Developments of the ISSMGE Virtual University, which now has 10 online post graduate 
courses, the open-access online library, and assistance for conferences with a 
conference paper review platform and direct publishing n the online library. 

• Commentary on other ISSMGE resources including the ISSMGE Foundation, the 
International Journal of Geo-Engineering Case Histories (open-access), the GeoWorld 
networking platform and the Bright Spark Lectures giving the opportunity to Young 
Members to present at plenary sessions 
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• Update on the 20ICSMGE, Sydney rescheduled to 1-5 May 2022 with hybrid participation 
possible 

 
SB asked about GeoWorld.  RNT replied that details could be found from the ISSMGE website on 
the “networking” section. 
 
 
11. Report on IGS 
 
CY presented his report, which included the following: 

• Background on the IGS mission and current Board  

• Update on membership and committee structure of IGS 

• Commentary on recent virtual Council meetings 

• Update on the new and updated website 

• Commentary on the IGS University Online Lecture Series (open access) 

• Update on publications including IGS leaflets and Journals and ongoing IGS activities 

• Indication of schedule for future major regional and international conferences  
 
 
CLOSED SESSION (Board members only) 
 
 
12. Approval of the minutes of the video meeting of December 7, 2020 
 
SB moved that the minutes as circulated be accepted.  This was seconded by CY and accepted 
by all. 
 
 
13. Open discussion on the strategy for the future of FedIGS 
 
The discussion centered around the possibility of ITA joining FedIGS.  RU described his attempts 
at ISRM linking up with ITA.  An agreement had been drawn up and the President of ITA was 
positive.  It was supposed to be presented at their Council Meeting but RU had had no response.  
The only conclusion was that collaboration was not possible.   
 
Further discussion noted that ITA has a very wide range of interests, far beyond geotechnical 
considerations.  CY observed that really on the ITA working group on research dealt with 
geotechnical issues.  However, the working groups did not directly engage with the President.  
Also, it was noted that the President changes every 2 years, which means continuity of interest 
changes frequently. 
 
Overall, the only conclusion to be drawn is that ITA will not join FedIGS. 
 
 
14. Cooperation items including coordinating events 
 
RU thoughts that it would be timely to organise another FedIGS conference on the lines of 
GeoEng2000.  There was no dissenting view at this suggestion.  
 
RA thought that the cooperating societies should arrange for a FedIGS session at their respective 
major international conferences. The session should have a defined theme.  Again, this was 
generally agreed.  
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Regarding future major regional and international conferences, RJ thought that generic details 
(year) could be on a private section of the FedIGS website and confirmed dates could appear 
later. CY asked that dates of conferences should be sent by the cooperating societies to 
igsec@geosyntheticssociety.org.  
 
 
15. Update on FedIGS Board membership: changes in the near future 
 
It was noted that in 2022 there would be changes of the President, and consequently of 
Immediate Past-President, for ISSMGE, IAEG and IGS.  It was further noted that XTF had been 
elected in 2018 and that there would need to be an election for the new President of FedIGS in 
2022.  RNT agreed to send to XTF the details of the nominations and voting procedure for the 
FedIGS President that has been used in 2018.  
 
 
16. Next meetings location and date 
 
RA confirmed that the IAEG would host the FedIGS meeting in 2022 during the 14th IAEG 
Congress in Chengdu, China 14-20 September 2022.   
 
 
17. Other business 
 
RU stated that he would send to RNT his concerns and comments regarding the nomination 
procedure for the JTC1 Hutchinson Lecture. 
 
 
18. Thanks and adjourn 
 
XTF thanked everyone for their contributions. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 
13:40GMT.  
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