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Ann Gulau 

 
 

Ann Gulau, IFF, Recognized by IPEC-Americas Leadership  
 

 
During the June 3rd, 2021 General Update Session, IPEC-Americas 
Chair, Janeen Skutnik-Wilkinson, announced that Ann Gulau, Quality 
Manager, International Flavors and Fragrances (IFF) Pharma Division, 
was awarded the Q2 2021 “Volunteer Spotlight” award.  
 
IPEC-Americas volunteer award program was developed to provide 
recognition to volunteers who take a leadership role in IPEC-Americas 
committee activities and special projects. Ann was recognized for her 
outstanding efforts as Chair of the Excipient Qualification Committee, 
and her overall contributions to advance IPEC-Americas mission, “…to 
provide safe and effective production and use of excipients.” 

 
 
During a recent interview with Ann, she described how she first became involved in IPEC-
Americas in 2016 when she began participating in the Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) and 
Excipient Qualification (EQ) Committees. At that time, there were several individuals actively 
involved with IPEC within her company (The Dow Chemical Company), but those individuals were 
at a point in their career where they were ready to retire. Management at Dow understood the 
value and importance of IPEC participation, so her manager asked if she would step in to fill the 
vacancy. Since Ann had been involved with various trade associations in the past and felt that 
involvement dovetailed nicely with her position as quality assurance manager, she agreed to 
attend “IPEC week” in the fall of that year.  
 
After her first EQ Committee meeting, she went back to her manager and asked for permission to 
volunteer as a candidate for EQ Committee Chair. The Committee needed someone to replace the 
current chair who was moving up to a higher leadership position within IPEC-Americas. Her 
manager was thrilled that she wanted to take on an active role and fully supported her 
involvement. She has been EQ Committee Chair since that time!  

When asked how involvement with IPEC-Americas may have helped to advance her career, Ann 
explained that working with various trade associations helped establish her credibility as an expert 
in GMP, which positively impacts professional relationships both within her company and with their 
customers.   

In addition to serving as committee chair, Ann has participated in the Excipient Learning Lab 
webinars, Excipient World Conference & Expo workshops, and enjoys working with the other 
volunteers on guide updates and other projects.  

Her advice for new members is to get involved beyond just listening in on the meetings. You will 
learn much more by active participation, particularly if you ask questions during the discussions 
that focus on the “why” of IPEC’s best practices.  

Congratulations Ann and thank you IFF for your continued support of IPEC-Americas!  
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