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The IPEC Foundation Recognizes Dr. Mansoor Khan  

Dr. Kahn recognized for his strong track record of working to advance the 
scientific understanding of excipients. 

Dr. Mansoor Khan, Regents Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences and Presidential Impact 
Fellow at the Texas A&M University Irma Lerma Rangel College of 
Pharmacy, was presented with the IPEC Foundation’s 2022 Ralph 
Shangraw Memorial Award. The ceremony took place at the Grill 23 
& Bar, in Boston Massachusetts, on Sunday, October 16th, 2022.  
Dr. Khan was recognized for his outstanding achievements and 
exceptional contributions and leadership in the area of excipients 
selection, functionality and formulations development, as well as for 
his passion towards teaching the next generation of pharmaceutical 
scientists and exceptional service throughout his academic career. 
Dr. Khan is an internationally recognized scholar, an exemplary 
teacher and role model, and a proven thought leader especially vis-à-vis formulations design 
and development and excipients. 

When asked to share the biggest challenge(s) he faced, Mansoor explained that with the 
introduction of FDA’s cGMP of the 20th century white paper, followed by ICH Q8, Q9, and 
Q10, there was an increased emphasis on product quality and the risk of product failures. He 
shared that excipients make or break a product, and it is critical to understand their 
functionality and monitor them well in order to prevent product quality variations.  His research 
efforts highlighted a product sameness and variation situation with metoprolol tablets when 
the cushioning agent used to compress beads was an issue. Likewise, when bovine-derived 
magnesium stearate was replaced by plant-derived magnesium stearate, it was important to 
understand the implications for broad-based policy changes in FDA. Lastly, with the advent 
of newer technologies, it was easier to track the excipient and its role in processing, and 
actually use certain grades and processing measures to control the product quality variability 
with real-time monitoring. As the principal investigator of the FDA and Novartis Cooperative 
Research and Development Agreement (CRADA), Mansoor helped develop an understanding 
for the importance of risk analysis and science-based decisions to control product variability. 

In describing how he first learned about IPEC and its activities as well as his 
involvement with IPEC members, Mansoor noted that he first became aware of IPEC when 

Dr. Ralph Shangraw and other researchers from Maryland and FDA were 
working on SUPAC guidance and related work with level of excipient 
changes. He personally participated and presented in IPEC-Americas 
workshops, and always appreciated the efforts to educate and lead the 
policy discussions to a broader audience. For example, he has been 
involved in IPEC-Americas discussions with FDA on the Inactive 
Ingredient Database (IID) as well as excipient variability challenges. 
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When asked to share what he thought we could do to better promote IPEC-Americas at 
the academic level, Mansoor’s opinion is that when experiments are designed to understand 
the variability of products, it is important that excipient variability and the consequence of 
excipient variability on product quality be well understood. However, it is challenging because 
excipients are derived from natural sources with a wide range of usage, and practical 
difficulties exist.  By partnering with IPEC-Americas, academics can tackle these issues and 
better understand newer usages of existing excipients, usage of excipients in novel delivery 
systems, and newer ways to characterize them. He believes that since it is very difficult to 
perform all necessary toxicological studies for new excipients, academic research can be used 
more broadly and effectively to show new uses for existing excipients. 

CONGRATULATIONS Mansoor on receiving the 2022 IPEC Foundation Ralph Shangraw 
Memorial Award! 
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