
Federal Affairs Update – August 2020 
 

MEDICARE 2021 FEE SCHEDULE: On August 3, CMS published the proposed 2021 physician fee schedule. 
• APTA summary of proposed fee schedule is HERE. 
• APTA summary of proposed 2021 Quality Payment Program (MIPS) HERE. 
• Therapy Associations Joint Statement on fee schedule is HERE. 
• Fee Schedule Coalition press release is HERE. 
• APTA Resource Advocacy Center with regulatory & legislative templates is HERE. 

  
9% CUT: 93 bipartisan House lawmakers on Tuesday (Aug. 11) asked House leadership from both parties to allow 
CMS in 2021 and 2022 to raise pay for some evaluation and management codes, which tends to benefit primary care 
providers, without cutting other providers’ pay to offset those costs. The lawmakers say that House leadership 

should include in “any upcoming and relevant legislation” a policy to waive the budget neutrality requirement for 
the physician fee schedule in 2021 and 2022. Tuesday’s letter is not the first time House lawmakers have pushed 
leadership to fix this issue. In late May a group of 46 law-makers also asked leadership to deal with the issue citing 
the concerns of its impact on PT, OT and SLP. Tuesday’s letter also asks that House leadership have CMS report to 
Congress on the overarching effects of the public health emergency, specifically on how the pandemic has affected 
access to care in underserved areas and the impact of the E/M pay cuts if budget neutrality isn’t waived. 

 

 
CMS: APTA convened a call with CMS staff on August 5 to discuss continuation of their office hours calls and 
other ideas for engagement of the physical therapy profession and other stakeholders. 
 

 
STUDENT DEBT: APTA joined members of the Federation of Associations of Schools of the Health 
Professions (FASHP) in a sign-on letter to Congressional leadership regarding the impact of COVID and 
student debt on students and young professional. The letters ask Congress consider additional student loan relief 

during the pandemic. 
 

 
COMMENT LETTERS: 

• APTA submitted comments to TRICARE regarding its low back pain demonstration. APTA appreciates  
that the Defense Health Agency approved the creation of a demonstration to waive cost-sharing for up 
to three physical therapy visits for TRICARE beneficiaries with low back pain. In anticipation of the  
demonstration taking effect on January 1, 2021, APTA offered suggestions to the Defense Health 
Agency to better ensure that the results from the demonstration are positive. 

• APTA sent a letter to Dept. of Education Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). As OSEP 
undertakes the development of guidance that will help to ensure children will continue to receive the 
services they need over the coming months, APTA wanted to provide recommendations to OSEP on the 
guidance needed by related service providers, school personnel and administrators, parents, and children.  

• APTA submitted comments to Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in response to their RFI on 
developing a workplace supported recovery program: strategy for assisting workers and employers with the 
nation’s opioid and substance use disorder epidemic. 

  
MEMBER ENGAGEMENT: APTA staff has recorded a 35-minute presentation about the proposed 2021 
CMS Physician Fee Schedule Rule that includes a review of the rule; APTA’s legislative and regulatory  
advocacy efforts to fight the 9% cut, including press and social media; and ways that you and others can get 

involved, including our grassroots efforts. Please share this presentation with others who you think may be 
interested in learning more about the rule, current APTA efforts, and opportunities for both members and 
nonmembers to advocate against a pay cut that will impact the profession at a time when access to quality patient 
care is critical. 

 

 

https://www.apta.org/article/2020/08/04/proposed-2021-fee-schedule
https://www.apta.org/article/2020/08/07/qpp-final-rule
https://www.apta.org/article/2020/08/04/therapy-associations-call-stop-medicare-payment-cuts
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200804006048/en/Congress-Act-Prevent-Damage-Health-Care-System
https://www.apta.org/advocacy/issues/medicare-physician-fee-schedule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Am3B8MkN4k&feature=youtu.be

